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fSacred Books Claimed to Have Been Given Divinely
- to the First Prophet Are Shown to be Taken from
Old Egyptian Originals, Their Translation Being a
Work of the Imagination---What a Comparison
with Metropolitan Museum ‘Treasures Shows.

testify that any of its messages from
on high were actually delivered, Bso
that the Mormons accept this work,
with its divine order authorizing polvg-
amous marriage, upon thelr general
credence in their prophet.

The “ Book of Mormon ”’ was written,
as Smith proclaimed, from golden plates
delivered to him from a hill in New
York State by an Angel of the Lord.
He translated these plates by divine
power, as he asserted, and then gave
the originals back to the Angel. But,
first, to give his book a creditable
standing, he had three men look over

to challenge him because there was no
Egyptian scholarship amounting. to
anything at that time. 'The working
out of the Egyptian alphabet was a
matter of more recent accomplishment,
and the scholarship that has grown up
in its wake has not had an oppor-
tunity to overhaul and submerge the
Mormon claim to the divine origin of its
sacred work.

; It should be mentioned that In ad-
dition to their own particular three
divine works the Mormons accept the
King James version of the Bible, but
with the proviso that they accept it

'on the gold plates he had glven back
to the Angel, it cccurred to the prophet
to oblige them with still some more
scripture, produced from an Egyptian
mummy.

‘When Bishop Spalding was obtaining
data as to the real significance of the
papyrus obtained by the Mormonsg Dr.
Liythgoe was absent from the Metro-
politan Museum on an Egyptian expedi-
tion. He was found at the Museum
last week, and a copy of the Mormon
work, with drawings from the original
of the Mormon papyrus, was shown
him.

the golden plates, heft them, and hear only “so far as it is translated cor- .

the words of the Angel of the Lord rectly.”” Their other sacred books they Pa]p able Mistakes. )
concerning them. Also he had eight accept without any qualifications “Sad copies of very familiar papyrus,”
men look over the plates and heft whatever. he said, " and a sadder, a much sadder,

T he MNMormon Templed
(Cop>xright
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STONE JARS FROM EGYPTIAN TOMB.

The Mo on Prophet Joseph £Smith, finding these jars pictured om a roll of papyru
o as :mé)amng fogr idola trous gods before whom Abraham was about to be sacrificed by an Egyptian priest
ta ken from the original jars in the Egyptian Collection of the Metropolitan Mu-

vine guidance *’

(See Plate No. 2.) This photograph;,

g, translated them *“* under Dl

seum of Art,-was furnished to TEHR Timas through the kindnegs-ef-Bacid,.ythgoe, Curator 6f the Department of-Hgwvptian- -Art. .

In fact when the * Book of Mormon "'
' first appeared it was pointed out in
| its behalf that it contained in their
' original purity certain early sections

tranglation. Come upstalrs with me|

and I will. show you several pictures
that duplicate the figure that the
Mormon prophet says i8 Abraham sit-

'the four idolatrous gods of Elkenah,
Mahmackrah, Korash, and Pharaoh.
Near these was a figure which Prophet
'Smith declared to represent Abraham

PLATE NO. 4—FROM "THE PEARI,

OF GREAT PRICE.”

Mormon Proplhiet’'s Translation,

Fig. 1. IKolob, signifylng the first cre-
ation, nearest to the celestial, or resi-
dence of God, Iirsgt in government, th
Jast pertaining 1o the measurement o
time. Thne measurement according to
celestial time which celestial time slge
nifies one day to a cubit. One day in
Kolob is equal to a thousand years, aCe
cording to the measurement of this
earth, which is called by the Egyptians
Jah-oh-¢h,

Fig. 2. Stands next fo Kolob, called by
the Egyptians OQliblish which is the next
grand governing creation near to the
celestial or the place wheres God resides;
holding tho key of power also, pertaine
ing to other planets; as revealed from
God to Abraham, as he offered sacrifice
upon an altar, which he had built uuto
the [ord.

Fig. U. Is made to represent God, sit-
ting upon Ifis throne, clothed with -
power and authority; with a crown of
eternal light upon liis head: represent-
ing also the grand key-words of the
IHoly Priesthood, as revealed to Adam
in the Garden of lXden; as also to Seth,
Noah, Mceichisedeck, Abraham, and all
to whom the priesthood was revealed.

Fig. 4. Answers to the Hebrew word
Raukeeyang, signifying expanse, or the
firmament of the heavens: also a nue
merical figure, in Egyptian signifying
one thous:and; answering to the measur-
ing of the time of QOliblish, which is
equal with Ixolob in its revolution and
in iItg measuring of time.

Fig. o. Is c¢alled in LEgyptlan IEnish-

o-on-dosh; this is one of the govern-
ng planets also, and 1s said by the
Egyptians to be the Sun, and to borrow
its light from Xolob through the me-
dium of Kae-e-vanrash, which is the
grand key, or, in other words, the gov-
erning power, which governs fifteen
other fixed planets or stars, as also
Floeese, or the NMoon, the l2arth, and
the Sun in their annual revolutions. This
planet receives its power through the
medium of XKli-flos-is-es, or I Hah-ko-
kau-beam, the stars represented by
numbers 22 and 23, recelving light from
the revolutions of Kolob.
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PL..TE NO. :—FROM THE BERLIN / N & of the Bible which the original settlers  ting on the throne of Pharach. It is in Egypt. foﬁ‘:'g'q o5 Bepresents the earth in lis
MUSEUM COLLECTION. —ny 2 of this Continent brought here with| .01y Ogirls, god of the underworld. Dr. Lythgos led the way from his & I Represents God sitting upon
- < . - _ . T ’ revealln T
hoad® ‘Note similarty. 1o Blate No. 1 ey | ] /c,,  them from Jerusalem and kept with = Ang 1 will show you more duplicates office to the main Egyptian depart- heavens the grand Koy-Words of the
from ° The Pearl of Great Drice.”™ 4 ‘their records. It was also said that) 'of the figure the Mormons declare to ment. First he took up the portraits Priesthood; as also, the sign of the Holy

HE sacred books of the Mormnni
Church, which this whollyi
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the Mormon prophet gained access to
them through Divine favor. The “Book
of Abraham " they especially delighted
in because it gave to the NMormons

}be Pharaoh. It is Isis, wife of Osiris,
‘who i{s always with him. And when
it comeg to the Mormon picture of
*God on His Throne, signifying the

| of the four {dolatrous gods. It was
clear that, although poorly drawn, one
' had a hawk’s head, one a jackal's head,
one a. baboon’s head, and one a human

(ci;host unto Abraham, in the form of =
ove,

IFig. 8. Contalng writing that cannot
be revealed unto the world: but is to be
had in the Holy Temple of God.

Fig. 9. Qught not to be revealed at the

=\ | | s : - . resent time.
American cult proclaims to have ! ! © 5 “;]trl;‘ogt thf corrl-uzzing 1iﬂfveiiztgf_;li¥ IGra,nd Key-Words of the Holy Priest- head. And the lower part of all were P Fig. 10. Also.
been given divinely to the first| ) AN | Christlan translation a ne hood as revealed to Adam in the Gar- jars. ' 1 Tlg. 11. Also. Tt the world can fInd

Mormon prophet as a solemn addenda
to the known Scriptures, have now
been in circulation in Mormondom for!
about seventy years. On their faith:
that the texts were really produced!
through the gift and power of God.
hundreds of thousands of devotees have
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the world’'s formation dlrect from
~Abraham himself through the medium
~of an Egyptian mummy. ' |

The Egyptian mummy and the papy-
‘rus inside of it were genuine enough,
as iIs well attested through the scores
-0of duplications of it which the Metro-
politan and other museums contain.

' den of Eden,’ why that is a sad joke.
*“ The representation is the most com-

mon of all in Egyptian papyrl. It is

‘the view of the ‘Sun god in his boat.’

!The Mormon version ig right in that

'this i$ the picture of a god, but it is
|the chief god of a polythelstic peopls

“ Here 13 & fine representation of the

‘gsame,” sald Dr. Lythgoe, leading the
way to a highly colored wooden box,
covered with gaudy Egyptian draw-
ings.

“This box,” he explalned, ‘“we ob-
talned from a niche in the sgide of a

are.” And Dr. Lythgoe pointed to the

|

out these numbers, 80 let 1t be. Amen.
Flga, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20
will be given in the own due time of tho
Y. ord,
The above translation iz given ag far
es we have any right to give at the
present time.

halled Joseph Smith as the * prophet, . As Bishop Spalding concludes, and as instead of God, who was worshipped tomb some four years ago. In the box' ‘and always he was leaning over it in
seer, and revelator” of God, and God's | l | , ﬂ] ﬂ l [l i f -' l l \ by monotheistic Abraham, and pictures we found four stone jars. Here they a position as If to keep {t from harm.
- —-—-:‘u—-_——-ﬁ-——- e i——

gpokesman on earth. His successor,
Joseph F. Smith, the present prophet,
they hail by the same title, and so
strong is their faith that the prophet
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of him were among the widely distrib-
uted pictures in Egypt.”

An examination of the Mormon ex-
iplanation of the three plctures from the

Jars standing beside their original con-
tainer. They were clearly the originals
that the Egyptian artist had pictured

To make very clear just how great
a hoax the Mormon prophet perpetrated
‘upon his people, it was only necessary
to gain a slight knowledge of the use

', . el s ces | ~§ ——— _ = . upon the Mormon: papyrus. the E tians d f their ¢ ra
“-lelds ualimited SN pouties i.n ' PLATE NO FROM “THE PEARLY T T\_“Wl‘\\\\\\\HIﬂillllllHIIlll|l|lllltl1llllllﬂﬁlutﬂl TR R L O B _  papyrus, which the Mormons printed in The 1ids contained the pictures-of th 1 lgy b mads o elr funeral
finance, and in religion In at least two - 2= ( L 2 o K NI S K S Sl eI X I ‘their “ Pearl of Great Price,” indicated p e o | papyrl.

Western States. o OF GREAT PRICE.” _ =g w e kK =¥ ; = ST 5lelssl=] | zhet” : fia oth r?n in c;wer of the four genii for handles. In the first place, the Egyptian re-

Within three months the only one of | T™ormon Prophet’s Translation. ’ 2% : 233 'U:‘:tl R\ Q-I’?’ Al o ' ri haet IeI;::eShin1e beZa,uesepunder some v ' You see,”' explalned Dr. Lythgoe, ligion grew up along the banks of the
these sacred writings to which the test, \g‘igi 1. Ti_m t:\n%el of thﬁ_ Loréi. Tﬁ?é ’ ' G X e o 3‘:&“ 21K } Io)f ?he figures a;. legend was written fﬂ;i}’ soc;lldn; retain the soft parts INile. There they saw the jackals prowl-

. - : N an 3 - - 1 .-\ ™ v | ed Jo 0 ; j - .
of scholarship could be applied has been idolatrous pzt'?e?.sgeof %%ggngh agttempting a /. ) ‘ ) in lleu of a translation, saying that it 0 O el they prepared it for: ing about their burial grounds in the
submitied to such a test, and its au- to offer up Abraham as a sacrifice. 4. et - ' . ; mummification and so they placed the desert and saw the hawks flying overy
th b dest 3 . The altar for sacrifice by the idolatrous ought not to be revealed at the pres- organs In these jars. .The jars were ] )
enticity has been destroyed com priests. standing before the gods of L = = t time.” and “ will be revealed in the them. They observed the baboons in
letely. The walls of the Egyptian | Elkenzh. Libnah, Mahmackrah, Korash, = ent time,” and * will be r part of every well ordered burlal. We (4, yoregts, ‘When it to makl
p * : and Pharaoh. 5. The idolatrous god of = fullness of the Lord.” A weirdly con- have quite &. number of sets of them ‘ . en came to rmaxing
rooms of the Metropolitan Museum pro- - Elkenah. 6. The idolatrous god of Lib- art of the trans- o © up & religion they made the god of

latm it to be a fraud. Dr. Albert M. nah. 7. The idolatrous god of Mahmack- : cluding line after one p o e herea. the dead kol-head h
N the Fevptlan de. ran B ane ldolatrous god of Korash. : = lation was this: *The above transla- ¢ dead Jackal-headed. ® soul;
Liythgoe, Curator of e Egyptian de- o. It t?am gnatErg%fog .(gesi g%é%ot(; rgg_. | 2 \ tion is given as far 8a We have any Wrong Period of Development. that flew away from the mummy they
partment, volces unequivocally the resent the pillars of Heaven, as under- | e 3 5 LU T right to give it at the present time.” pletured as the familiar hawk of the!
condemnatory evidence of the mute Si“g’-ﬁ?f%éheef%g%“gi %ﬁ?ﬁtﬁ?ﬁggé | G\ & Ugder anoth:r gection waa thig; ‘‘ This Dr. Lythgoe led the way to other burial grounds. In their papyrl the:
Egyptian drawings and hieroglyphics. over our heads; but in this case, in re- | . L ought not to be revealed; if the world sets, varying in size, but only in design Egyptian undertakers used stock and

Two eminent scholars in England, two
scholars in Germany, and four of the
most noted Egyptologists in this coun-
trv join, without a dissenting para-
graph, in the condemnation. 1

The sacred Mormon text was sus-
ceptible of accurate and complete anal-
vgis from the simple fact that it was
taken from a genuine Egyptian original.
The translation was a work of the
Mormon prophet’s curious imagination.

Within a few weeks all leading offi-
cials of the Mormon Church will re-|
ceive from the Rt. Rev. I\ S. Spalding,
Episcopal Bishop of Utah, the results.
of an extended inyuiry among the
scholars of the world as to the accu--
of the Prophet Joseph Smith’s
work on ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphics. Bishop Spalding has col-
lected the opinions of the scholars for
distribution among the Mormons them-

racy

lation to this supjecté the Egyptians
meant it to slgnify Shaumsau, to be
high, or the heavens, answering to the
Hebrew word Shaumahyeem.

'on the throne of Pharaoh by the polite-
. ness of the King,” really represents a
'scene depicted in the Museum’s hier-
‘oglyphics & score or more of times.
Father Abraham, therefors, must have
| been one of the best known Egyptian
| characters.

i If a bit of Egyptian writing, again,
| represents what the Mormon prophet
!says it does, then practically every
: mummy that has been dug out of Egypt
| had a bit of the writings of Abraham
| tucked away beneath its head, and the
| mummy,
lvice calling for the worship of many
gods, was thus put to rest with a
reverential prayer made to the one God
whom Abraham recognized.

buried with a religious ser-.

|
|

f

|
|
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PLATE NO. 3—FROM

“THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE.”

Mormon Prophet’'s Translation.

1. Abraham sitting upon Pharaoh™s throne, by the Foliteness of the King, with

a crown upon his head, representing the Priesthood o

of justice and judgment in his hand.
2. Xin

Heaven; with the sceptre

Pharaoh, whose namae is given in the characters above his head.

3. Signifies Abraham in Egybt; referring to Abrabham, as given in the ninth num-

ber of the Times and Seasons.

4. Prince of Pharaoh, King of Egypt,

(Also as given In the first fac simile of this book.)

as written above the hand.-

b. BShulem, one of the XKing’'s principal xwaliters, as represented by the charaoters

above his hand.

8. Olimlah, a slave belonglng to the Prince.
Abraham iIs reasoning upon the principles of astronomy in the Xing’s conrt.

them, but he did not admit them to
the presence of the Angel. KEach group
made affidavits, and in Mormondom

| they are famed as * The Three Wit-

nesses” and ‘ The Elight Witnesses.”

Dr. Albert M. Lythgoe, head of the
Department of Egyptian Art of the
Metropolitan Museum, pointed out to
a TiMES reporter, there is nothing so
certain as that the Mormon prophet

can find out these nnumbera go 1ot it be.
Amen.”

The things that puzzled the inspired
Mormon translator were no puzzle at
all to Dr. Lythgoo. They were simply
snatches of a hymn to the Sun god
inserted on every flat disk that was
put, for its magical effect as a charm,
under the head of the ordinary mummy.
The pictures were very badly drawn in
the Mormon version, but still were near
enough to the originals for their char-

acter to be known.

A pleture that Prophet Joseph Smith
declared to stand for ‘ the earth in its
four quarters’” was found to stand, in
| fact, for the four genil of the Egyp-
tians—the four sons of Horus, whose
ipictures occur time and time again—one
with the head of a ‘hawk, one with the
'head of a baboon, one with the head of
a jackal, and one with the head of a

when they represented radically dif-
ferent periods of Egyptlan develop-
ment. There were three stages of this
development, In the earliest, when
Egyptian art consisted of things made
from Nille mud, the jars had ordinary
flat lids. Afterward they contained the
head of a single human as a stock
design for the lid, and afterward the
heads of the four sons of the mytholo-
glical god, Horus, appeared on the lids.

But Dr. L¥ythgoe pointed out that
every feature of the Mormon drawings
indicated that they belonged to the
late period of Egyptian life. For one
thing, the men In the earliest period

wore a short skirt, and in the later|

period a longer skirt, and were so rep-
resented in all the art of each period,
respectively. In the Mormon pictures
the skirts were long, corresponding to
the kind of characters shown upon the
covers of the funeral jars, or idola-

i

gtereotyped scenes. Osiris, accordinga:
to their legends, had been the first!
mortal to die, and had been revivedy
partly, and so went to become king of*}.
the dead. In secking an ex;;ﬂana.tis:)n.{l
of the whereabouts of the dead thew
had also to seek an explanation of the
whereabouts of the sun during ths:
time it was below the horizon. It grew
up in their legends that the sun, be-
twean sunset and sunrise, was lighting
the caverns of the dead, and so
Osirils, king of the dead, came to be
known as the king of the west, or king
of the underworld.

Each dead person, according to the
religious notion, was led before Osirig
and his wife, Isis, and there admitted

' had passed judgment upon him.

to the Realm of the Dead after Osiris
The

scenes pictured on the papyrus buried

‘with each mummy were the scenes sup-

posed to occur along his progress after

gelves. He writes to the Mormons in a The * Sacred ” Writings .
kindly mood, and describes the ideas of ] gs. Their testimony 1s printed in the got hold of pictures showing the com- ‘humah. The famillar ‘“hawk of trous gods to whom Isaac was being death = toward final judgment by
their prophet and founder as * self- The sacred writing of the Mormons| | prefatory pages of the work with each mon mortuary ritual of the Egyptians ‘Horus"” of the Egyptian hieroglyphies. sacrificed, according to Prophet Smith. Osirls. They were thus stock scenes,

delusions,” instead of using a shorter
and an uglier word.

Much of Bishop Spalding's work was
done in the M\etropolitan Museum of
ATt in this city. The ten rooms of the
Egyvptian collection yielded proof in
such abundance that any layman, even
in Egyptology, can take the drawings
as published in the sacred Mormon
record. and reproduced on this page of
THE Tives, and find dozens of dupii-.
cates of certain figures in them on.
the walls of the Museum and In Its
cases of Egyptian objects.

A certain picture in the Mormon

work represepting Abraham ‘“‘gitting
’, |

which Bishop Spalding holds up to the
merciless light of modern scholarship
is known among Mormons as * The
Book of Abraham,” and is published
in a sacred volume entitled ‘ The Pearl
of Great Price.” The other two bhooks
which the Mormons consider sacred are
‘““The Book of Mormon,”” which pur-
ports to be a history of the American

ly dwelt on this Continent with them,
and ‘“ The Doctrine and Covenants.”
The “ Doctrine and Covenants ’ cone

infinite <isdom laid down directly by

Indians and a white race which former-

sists of the laws which God, in His

i

word of.mouth to the Prophet Joseph

Smiths  No witnesses sigre-salled-dn-o

.
)

edition as a notice to the world of its
importance. The third sacred book,
“'The Pearl of Great Price,”” differs
from the others in that it at least has a
source that ‘is traceable, and is taken
from documents that are capable of
translation by scholars in the field ot
Egyptology.

The reason why it took seventy years
for this test to be applied to this im-
portant Mormon writing, which has at-
tracted hundreds of thousands of de-
vout believers to the Mormon cult, 1is
explained by Bishop Spalding in a
simple manner. When the Mormon
prophet published his translation and

wroclaimed it divipe,.lhere wWas-0Q gne !

angd that these pictures recur time and
time again throughout the whole period
of Egyptian burials.

When the Mormon prophet obtained
| his mummy and the papyrus that went
| with it his followers were in a frenzy
| of delight over his powers as a divine
| translator. The mummy, in fact, was
 brought to him because of his reputa- |
’tion as a translator, gained through
 the use, as a boy, of hig ‘‘seer stone’”
}m Place of a water witch to locate
'wellg, and through the production of
' his ‘“ Book of Mormon.”

. As his followers already had a good

~deal of new scripture in his own spe-
cial revelations, and irom the writing

)
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which was used always to symbolize
the soul, became to the Mormon
prophet, in one instance, a dove, en-
gaged In presenting the Holy Ghost as
a slgn to Abraham by God’s order, and,
in another instance, it became an Angel
of the Lord, hovering near Abraham as
he lay fastened upon an altar.

The first of the three pictures from
the Mormon work submitted by Ta®
TimMes reporter to Dr. Lythgoe was
that of Abraham about to be sacrificed
on an altar, with a figure bending over
him, knife in hand. Beside the altar,
in the Mormon version, stood four

figures which FProphet Smith gtyled

The figure of ‘ Abraham upon the
altar” of the Mormon version, Dr.
Lythgoe explained, was merely the
usual scene of the mummy upon its
bier. 'The idolatrous priest bending
over him, to sacrifice him, according to
the Mormon version, was, Dr. Lythgoe
explained, merely the familiar figure
of the god Anubis, ‘ protector of mum-
mies.”” Dr. Lythgoe pointed out the
figure on a papyrus showing the prog-
resg of one Ani 'of the eighteenth dy-
nasty toward final judgment by Osiris,
god of the underworld. The picture of
the god Anubis was shown in every
picture where the mummy was shown,

\
!

and in no way were individual to any
particular mummy, e€xcept in rare in-
stances where Kings died and a record
of thelr deeds was inscribed on papyrus
and buried with them.

Stock Papyrus for Funerals.

The undertaker reserved a space in
his stock papyrus for the name of the
particular person with whose body it
was laid away. Dr. Lythgoe was able
to point out such blank spaces with
the name in obviously different writing
from that comprising the stock scenes

(Oontinued on Page 3.)




MUSEUM WALLS PROCLAIM FRAUD OF MORMON PROPHET

(Continued from FPage 1.) !

and the cheracters drawn {n as border
vignettes. '

The usual papyrus beging with a
scene of the dead m:za on his bier.
Then follows a picture of the body
being drawn on a sledge toward Iisi
tomb, with dancing girls, professional
mourners, and priests going before 1it.
A picture shows the interment in the
tomb, and then begins a series show-
ing the wanderings through the under-
world toward the final judgment at the
throne of Osiris. '

And in the Mormon pictures it was
clear that the first one of these stock
scenes had been copied off, and also the
last one. The third piece of writing
published with the Aormon “ Pearl of
Great Price’” was on a circular disk,
and this disk Dr. Lythgoe went over.
carefully.

“ Ezyptian scholars give this par-

I
!
{
i

ticular disk a name,” he said. ‘ They:
call it a * hypocephalus,” which means
literally ‘under the head.” Like the

length of garment on the figures and
the kind of lids on the stone jars this
disk shows that the Mormons galned
pussession of a mummy and papyrus
from the comparatively late Egyptian
period. During our work
iast Winter we obtained some of those

disks that were nothing but slabs of

Ni{la mud.
“ Here i{s a disk of exactly the msame
sort,”” Dr. Lythgoe remarked, as he

turned to a volume on Egyptian re- .

ligion by Adolf Erman.

On Page 188 of this volume a draw-
: ing was found of a circular disk, which
~was almost exactly a duplicate of the
disk from which the Mormon prophet

tock a record of -Abraham in the act,

~of recelving God’'s word.

. Dr. Lythgoe tcok up some of the
'slight discrepancies in the Mormon
pictures from the Egyptian originals.
| He expressed the wish that he might
'see the original papyrus that the
' Prophet Smith translated or & phote-
‘graph of it, Instead of drawings made
from it. In the first of the Mormon
 figures the god Anubis, bending over

the mummy, was shown with a Humna .

and a strangely un-Egyptian head, in~
stead of the jackal’s head usual to such

‘wigs, while the heads of priests were |

in Egypt’

a scene. And a knife had been drawn
into the god’s hand. Thus he was
made into a shape from which it be-
came possible to glean the idea of the
attempted °‘ sacrifice of Isaac.”

In the third picture, again, the lead-
ing of the dead man's soul before Osiris
and Isis contained an incongruity In
one of the figures—that of the black
man. Dr, Lythgoe explained that the
Egyptians in their drawings made the
undraped parts of thelr women {n
yvellow coloring matter and the un-
draped portions of the men in dark red. .
He expressed the bellef that the Mor- ,
mon artist had obtained his black fig-

ure by making in black what was dark
red in the original and that he had also .
marred the head which was meant to
be the unshaven head of a priest. In-
many pictures Dr. Lythgoe Indicated
the manner in which the heads of or-,
dinary people were shown wearlng'

|

In the museum room Iin which thei
latest accessions to the Egyptian col-
lection are kept an offering table was
found in the original stone. It was a
gift from J. Pierpont Morgan, and cor= |

responded in design to a figure that ap-

shown as shaved.

pears three times in the Mormon draw-

ings. The Mormon prophet translated
the object twice as ' Abraham In
Egypt,”” once as the throne of God.
Actually it {s the offering table, cov-
ered with lotus flowers, which was a
part of the regular furniture of a tomb,
and was depicted on practically all
papyri as standing beslde the coffin or
in front of a god to whom offerings
were being made.

Opinions of the Scholars.

Bishop Spalding excuses the Mormons
for never attempting to have the schol-

arship of thelr prophet tested before

accepting his translation on the

grounds that the Egyptlan grammar:
of Champollion was not completed until

1841, and an adequate knowledge of
Egyptian hieroglyphics was not

achieved until years later than this. |

From the diary of the Mormon prophet
himself a full account {8 to. be had
of the gusto with which he received the
Egyptian papyrus and proceeded to give

it forth in an English version, Xe re- |

celved the mummies and * two or threo
rolls of papyri” from Michael H.
Chandler, who promptly gave a certifi-

cate of sccuracy when he heard the !

prophet’s translations. This certificate
he signed as * proprietor ' of the mum-
mies.

““ Soon after thig,” the prophet wrote
in his diary, “I commenced the trans-
lation of some of the characters of hie-
roglyphics and, much to our joy, found
that one of the rolls contained the
writings of Abraham, another the writ-
ings of Joseph of Egypt. Truly, we can
say that the I.ord is beginning to re-
vea! the abundance of peace and truth.”

““The remainder of the month,” the
prophet wrote again in 1835, “ 1 was
continually engaged in translating an;
alphabet to the Book of Abhraham and
arranging a grammar of the Hgyptian
language as practiced by the ancients.”

The drawings from the Egyptian
papyrus printed by the Mormon prophet,
together with his translation, were sub-

mitted by Bishop Spalding to leading
scholars throughout the civilized world.
Their comments do not vary in any.
conseguential particular from the com-
ments of Dr. Lythgoe of the Metropoli-
tan Museum.,

“ It is difficult to deal seriously with
Joseph Smith's impudent fraud,’”’ wrote
Dr. A. H. Sayce of Oxford Unliversity.
** The fac simile from the Book of
Abraham No. 2 is an ordinary hypo-
cephalus, but the hieroglyphics upon it
have been copied s0o ignorantly that
hardly one of them s correct. I need
scarcely say that Kolob, &c., are un-
known to the Egyptian language. Smith
has turned the goddess Isis into «
king and Osiris into Abraham.” i

Dr. Flinders Petrie of London Um--l
versity wrote that “ they are coples of
Egyptian subjects of which I have s8een
dozens of examples. They are centu-
ries later than Abraham. The attempty
to guess a meaning for them in the
professed explanations are too absurd
to be notlced.” l

Dr. James H. Breasted of the Haskell
Oriental Museum, Unlversity of Chi-
cago, reviewed the situation at length.

“ If Joseph Smith could read ancient
Egyptian writing,” he wrote, * then his

- ——————

-abllity had no connection with the de-
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’clpherment of hieroglyphics by Buro-

pean scholars. In publishing these fac
similes as part of a unique revelation

'to Abraham, Joseph Smith was attrib-

uting to Abraham not three unique
documents of which no other copies
exist, but wasg attributing to Abraham
a serles of documents which were the
common property of a whole nation of
people, who employed them In every
human burial which they prepared.
The little disks for use under the head
did not appear in any Egyptian burials
until 1,000 years after the time of
Abraham. They were unknown In
Abraham’s day.”

* A Figaro of nonsense,” wasg the way
Dr. Arthur Mace, Assistant Curator of |
the Metropolitan Museum, who is now
in Egypt, summed up the Mormon
translations.

Dr. John Peters of the Unilversity of
Pennsylvania, who conducted an ex-
pedition to Babylonia in 1888, could
find nothing but amusement in the
Mormon prophet's work. ‘ The inter-
pretation of the plates,’” he wrote, * dis-
plays ignorance.’”’

* None of those, elther human or di-

vine, who helped iIn Joseph Smlth’s'
translatlon had any conception of the
most commornplace Egyptian charac-
ters,” wrote Prof. C. A. B. Mercer, cus- !
todian of the Hibbard collection of’
Sgyptian reproductions at the Western |
Theological Seminary. !

Two noted Germen scholars—Dr. Ed-
ward Meyer of the University of Berlin'’
and Dr. von Bissing of the Unlversity
of Munich—added their opinions to the.,
general chorus of exposure and con-!
demnation. |

“The papyrus which Joseph Smlth'
declared to be the Book of Abraham,”
wrote Dr. Meyer, ‘ and explained {n his .
fantastic way, are parts of the well-
known ‘ Book of the Dead.”” i

Bishop Spalding hasn't much hOpel

|
i
1

of reaching the ordinary varlety of!

faithful Mormon who ‘ sustains the
authorities’” in all things, including:
politiecs and tithing offering, with hls:
little pamphlet of exposure. But he
hopes that Mormons who have been
trained in the universities and have
some conception of the integrity of
acholarshlp and the inscrutabllity of

evidence, such as that presented in the

' Egyptian collection at the Metropolitan

“exposure of

"ed. The official

Museum, will have open hearts, and
so will receive the plain truth presented
to them. The breaking up of Mormon-
ism through the desertion of the intelli- |
gent part of its membership i3 the;

| future for the Prophet Smith’s church;

which Bishop Spalding foresees. It is
for that reason ihat he prefers to ad-
'dress the Mormons as his friends rather
than to attack them. |

Advance copies of Bishop Spalding’s,
the Mormon prophet’s
translations, when they reached the
dignitaries of the Mormon Church,
caused something more than the stir:
that might normaily have been expect-!
newspaper of thel
Church, The Deseret Evening News,
spent its entire editorlal page reéviling
scholars and scholarship. Brigham H.
Roberts, the best known schoiar of thss_a:I
Church, and its chief living defender, |
publicly thanked Bishop Spalding for
the moderation of tone characterizing
his work and for its scholarly and ju- !
diclal spirit.

Confessing himself to be frankly a
layman on all things having to do with
Egyptian funerary customs and hiero- |
glyphics, Mr. Roberts appealed to the
young people of his church to postpone
reaching final convictions. To the
Church in general he addressed a plea
“for a bar of conclusions,” on the]
grounds that it was obviously impos-
sible to answer the asgsertions of the
scholars offhand. The one thing Mr.!
Roberts felt confident enough to do was
to point out such discrepancies as the |
fact that one scholar c¢alled the hawk:
in the bler scene ‘'‘'The Hawk of
Horus,” while another called it ** Isis ;|
another said *“ it ought to have a hu-
man head,”’” and still another sald it]
stood for *‘ the soul.”

At the Metropolitan Museum exam-
ples are shown of where the hawk stood |
for all these things. The legend was
that Isls took the form of a hawk to|
escape the enemies of Osiris, her hus-
band, and that as a hawk she became
the mother of Horus. Thug the hawk,|
when used to represent the soul, came
to be known a8 * The Hawlk of Horus,”
and, as the ! Ba-bird,” (soul bird,) was’
represented in papyri as human-heé}ded. |
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